
The Lions Groups Centre
Hastings UK

Experience the best of British boarding 
school life with integrated, closed and 

specialist programmes.

All
Inclusive!

Location – it 
is all about 
Location!

Flexibility 
is key to 
success!





The Lions Groups Centre 
In a world that is becoming ever more connected, the most important investment that you can give your child 
is to experience a new culture, not through a TV or mobile device, but first hand. Buckswood is an international 
school, we have over twenty years of organising group travel, therefore we totally understand and appreciate 
what you are about to go through and what you expect in terms of care and education. We are about making 
memories, we want each child to come away with “…wow, that was great, thank you, I now want to learn 
more about England or English & I made really good friends with people from Russia, Spain and Japan”.

I say this from my own experience. I came on a school trip to Buckswood at the age of 11 – and I loved it so 
much I stayed and now direct the programmes – so I can appreciate what it is like to be a ‘student’ venturing 
out on this great adventure. 

It is important that we know your expectations before you arrive so that we can deliver an experience of a life 
time. Naturally we will agree a programme but as we go along things change and we can be flexible with that. 
We are small organisation within a larger one and flexibility is key to success. We want you to be treated and 
to have the same expectations as we would expect if we visited your country on a school trip – that is how we 
look at things !

We do not ‘organise’ host families, as a school we prefer the students to come home to our residence at the 
end of the day called the Lions in Hastings where they are safe and cared for under a school system but at the 
same time feeling that they are at a home away from home. So what did I learn when I was 11 – independence 
(being away from parents), I felt well looked after, I learned about my fellow classmate as well as making new 
friends from all over the world. What didn’t I like – well English food was a challenge to start with but also 
through the slice of Britain program and the evening in house sessions I learnt a lot about the English culture 
and the Royal Family!

Juan Sebastian Torrenegra 

Lions Director 

groups@buckswood.co.uk



A home away from home... 
We believe in the full residential experience rather than home stay. Safety, 

security and happiness are the buzz words for a stay with us. Our residence 

complies with all national standards, it is an educational hotel for you to relax 

in, study in and use as your base. Westwood House has been in the family 

for years – it is a home that includes accommodation for up to 60 students 

staying in double or triple rooms with single accommodation for group leaders. 

Boys stay in one house and girls in another. There is a fully functioning kitchen 

and Chef is on hand to cook you a good old English menu! The cleaners and 

laundry staff are all here to help make your stay enjoyable. This is YOUR house 

while you are in the UK and we want you to enjoy your stay with us in this 

beautiful Victorian home. 

With a large function room, classrooms, a library, flex-use spaces, and a 

basketball court and gardens, the residence is a great base for you to explore 

the region and enjoy evening and weekend activities such as discos, quiz night, 

talent shows, and Zumba - you name it; we try our best to make it happen!

The House is just a 5 minute walk to the nearest train station and 5 minutes 

walk to the town and the beach. The School Bus stops just outside to pick up 

and drop off your students safely for their trip to school or an outing.

A traditional room at the residence

The dining room where we eat our 
delicious meals

The main lobby of our residence



Flexibility in creating your programme... 
The team here at the Lions take your stay very seriously, because to them, your happiness is their measure of success.

We pride ourselves on giving you personal touches, nothing is too much so please do let us know what it is you want and 

we will do our best to make it happen!  Just like visiting family, our team are here to make sure your stay is comfortable 

and that your experience with us exceeds your expectations.

Our goal is to have you book your next visit before you leave, so we really want your stay to be the ‘Full English’, filled 

with memories that will last a lifetime.

So you want to visit the UK with your students – where do you start ? We will help you build a programme to suit you so 

that your students go home with fantastic memories. But first and foremost we need to understand your expectations so 

that we can deliver what you and your students and parents are paying for. We need to be realistic but at the same time 

ensure that all angles are covered from food to room mates to English lessons and immersion to trips and experiences – 

remember we also do trips overseas. There is, we know lots of paper work from risk assessments to programme planning 

that needs to be done again we can help. Please do read through what we have on offer and then get in contact! 



It’s all about the immersion... 
For us at the Lions immersion within the cultural setting is the best way for students to gain the most value from their stay.

Living day-to-day with British students, sharing meals, debating hot topics, cooking, developing new language skills 

during performing arts session is such an enriching experience that gives students the trip of a lifetime.

What we don’t believe in is filling up classes with groups who gain little from observing a class who may be half-way 

through a topic; we believe that every student’s experience is about developing and building confidence and a solid 

foundation in English language skills that can be applied in a variety of situations.

Whether you select an partially integrated or closed group programme, our aim is for your students to become immersed 

in everyday life and absorb the world famous British culture.



Partially integrated...
• (50% English lessons, 25% normal school, 25% trips)

•  This course will focus on developing students’ English language skills, mixing in lessons like sports, music, debating, arts and other 
integrated activities.

•  If you have a small group of students of different ages we recommend this programme. This option is planned so that a balance 
between English and integrated non-academic activities is maintained.

•  Students learn as much outside the classroom as they do inside by participating some of the day with the main school children. 

• Group size up to 15 in any one group (different ages and levels, subject to availability)

• Age 11+ 

• English cultural trips 

• One full day and one half day excursion and evening activities programme per week

Closed group programmes...
•  Increase English Language knowledge through interactive language teaching, English cultural trips and our Slice of Britain 

programme. Develop pronunciation skills with dedicated speaking lessons.

•  You will enjoy visiting cultural locations in the UK with class-based activities that connect these trips with your day to day lesson 
plan.

•  Increase vocabulary, writing, listening and speaking skills but most of all improve your verbal and written grammar along with 
your pronunciation.

•  Improve your knowledge about the United Kingdom by following our Slice of Britain scheme of work specifically written for 
Buckswood English Language Centre Students for at least one hour per day.

• Advance your sporting vocabulary knowledge by participating in a wide range of sports activities.

• Develop confidence in our very own Debating room. A chance to exchange ideas and knowledge through structured group debates 
and in turn develop business like leadership skills.

English and specific programmes...
•  This option is for those groups that want an intensive English programme that can be subject specific. For example, we offer an 

English + Football academy programme where alongside their intensive English lessons a programme to develop the students 
football skills is included. Football matches can be organised and stadium tours can be added to the programme for a real football 
rich experience.

•  The additional area of study could include a specified academic timetable such as IGCSE revision lessons or IB revision lessons, 
Geography or History, Politics and International Relations. On an English + programme, the Language provision can be tailored to 
specific vocabulary or grammar for example and lessons may be taught at a number of suitable locations.



Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4

Day Trip
London including: 
London Eye and/or 
West End Show*

Brighton or 
Eastbourne

Oxford or Bluewater 
Shopping Centre

Cambridge or 
London including 
London Eye and/or 
Madame Tusaud’s

Half-Day Culture 
Trip

Hastings Old Town 
and Smugglers’ 
Cave or Ghost 
Walk of The Lanes 
(Brighton)

Arundel Castle or 
Hever Castle

Canterbury 
Cathedral or 
Chartwell House

Arundel Castle or 
Windsor Castle

Adventure Trip

Thorpe Park or 
Chessington or The 
Making of Harry 
Potter Tour

Cycling Trip or 
Paintballing

Go Ape! High Wire 
Forest Adventure or 
Water Sports

Go Ape! High Wire 
Forest Adventure or 
Devil’s Dyke

Evening Trip
Swimming or 
Cinema

Lazer Quest or Go 
Karting

Ashford Shopping 
Centre or Fish 
and Chips on the 
Seafront

Crazy Golf or 
Hastings Aquarium

*If you pick the West End there is an extra cost of £60 per person.

Trips and Activities... 
If it is culture you want then we not only offer trips into London to see the sights and visit shows we also visit cities that  

are near to us that are steeped in culture from Canterbury to visit the Cathedral to Brighton and Eastbourne. We also have 

Bodiam Castle, Herstmonceux Castle and Hastings Castle on our door step! Of course there is a chance to go to Harry 

Potter World or to visit inside the Houses of Parliament – a real once in a lifetime experience. 

 Our “Pick and Mix’ schedule is designed so that children learn as well as have fun on trips. Each week will consist of 

1 full-day trip; 1 half-day culture trip; 1 adventure trip (but you can have more or less depending on what you want to 

do and what fits in with your budget). 

Groups will be accompanied by a dedicated school group leader at all times, who will take care of travel, accommodation, 

meals and evening activities, and in the evening when the students have written their diaries you can put your feet up 

while the school staff organise some fun evening activities.



London...
When you say you are visiting England, you instantly think of London. We are located 

in the South Coast of England, only a quick 90 minute direct train ride into Central 

London. We offer our groups an extensive list of activities, tourist attractions, museums 

and many more that they can choose from. 

Learn about Darwin’s Theory of Evolution 

and admire life size replicas of dinosaurs 

at the famous Natural History Museum, or 

learn more about the Egyptian mummies, and 

Terracotta soldiers in the British Museum.

 For the groups interested in the famous 

landmarks, our group leaders will ensure that 

you see them all, from Buckingham Palace to Big Ben, the London Eye experience, 

Piccadilly Circus and Oxford Street for some shopping. Seeing is one thing but if  

you book in time you might have a chance to actually go inside Buckingham Palace  

or the House of Parliament. We want to show the same experience to you in our  

capital as you would to us …and more ! There is the British Museum, The Natural 

History Museum, The National Gallery, The Imperial War Museum, Madame 

Tussauds, a trip up the Thames….  London has the wow factor, but at the end of the 

day it is fun to get back on the train and head home to the coast!

A day trip to London ... we 

didn’t get to see the Q
ueen 

... but it was fun



Local...
The city of Hastings and the surrounding areas are awash 

with things to see and do and students may wish to explore 

the countless options that we have on offer, remember this 

is 1066 countryside – it is steeped in History. Trips and 

activities around the Hastings area can be a time to have 

fun in the local shopping areas or by the sea or they can be 

set up a a more formal educational learning experience 

with pre made worksheets. The local area is very 

beautiful and many evenings after school we all just 

go for a walk along the sea front, buy an ice cream and 

chat about what we have achieved that day. 

Students also have a chance to meet up with 

their local class mates after school.Groups will 

be accompanied by a dedicated Buckswood 

group leader at all times, who will take care 

of travel, accommodation, meals and evening 

activities.

I had tasty Fish and Chips 

by the seaside



Other...
Just see the list of what we can offer… 

• Harry Potter Studios Tour

• Greenwich Village – the home of time! 

• Brighton

• Eastbourne 

• Canterbury 

•  Cambridge – punting on the river and tour of a 

college 

• Oxford City tour

• Bodiam Castle 

• Lewes Castle 

•  Herstmonceux 

Castle and Science 

Observatory

•  Rye Castle and 

town tour 

• Thorpe Park 

...and so, so
much more! 

Bodiam Castle with its views, 

an amazing place



Slice of Britain...
It’s not just memories we want you to take 

away from your visit. A stay at the Lions 

Centre is not complete without your very own 

‘Slice of Britain’. This entertaining, educational 

programme covers the very best of British 

culture, our history and traditions – do you 

know how to pour a proper cup of tea? Every 

student leaves with a complete diary of their 

stay to share with friends and family and they 

can take their ‘Slice of Britain’ home as the 

perfect memento of their trip.

Topics that we focus on...
 The Royal Family

 Cultural Highlights

 Famous British Prime Ministers

 Wales, NI, Scotland

 Famous British Foods

 Famous British Landmarks

 The Beatles

 The British Class System

 English Holidays and Customs

 English Fashion

 British Etiquette and Behaviour

 The Education System

 Important History and Dates

 British Eccentrics

 London Landmarks

 British Authors

 English Sayings

 British Films and Television



Summer school ... 
July – August

Why allow a splendid victorian building like Westwood House to remain empty during the summer months – a school 

building is not only its bricks and mortar - it is the laughter and happiness that surrounds it and the summer time is a 

perfect time for students to come to Hastings to enjoy this beautiful place as Hastings suddenly wakes up in the summer, 

the beach is beautiful, the boats are in the sea and the ice cream vans are on the sea front! We therefore run a typical summer 

programme with English tuition on the morning and full afternoon and evening activity program. This year we added a 

STEM programme to the morning sessions that proved very successful allowing students to study while problem solving. 

The house can be yours – contact us for a more specific quote and a programme.



What is included...
The basic content of the programme includes:

Basic Content

  Residential Accommodation 
– Lions Centre

 All meals with that home-cooked taste

 One afternoon of Sports Activities

 One half-day Study Trip

 One full day Study Trip

 One evening trip (choose from list)

 Airport Transfer

 High quality Certificate of Achievement

A few half-day trips you can choose 
from*

  Historic Rye and Camber Sands (weather 
dependent)

  Battle Abbey and ‘All our Yesterdays’ Exhibition’

  Herstmonceux Castle and Scientific Observatory

 Eastbourne and Beachy Head Cliffs

 Bodiam Castle

 Hever Castle

  Tour of Hastings, the Castle and the Smugglers 
Caves

* (Typically 1 per week)

Full-day study trips*

London 

  Buckingham Palace visit, Westminster & Trafalgar 
Square

  Tower of London visit

  Natural History and Science Museum Tour

 British Museum visit

... and many more!

Other places that you can visit 

  Brighton

  Canterbury Cathedral

  Oxford

 Cambridge

* (Typically 2 per week)

Optional Extras

  London Theatre

  Pro Horse Riding Lessons

  Pro Golf Lessons

 Football Lessons

 Tennis Lessons

 Dance Lessons



How to get to Buckswood - Main Campus
From Heathrow: Take M25, south/east, A21 towards Hastings; before going into the town of Hastings take the B2093 then 

the A259 towards Rye. A few miles out of Hastings you will find Buckswood School on the right, at Guestling.

From Gatwick: Take M23 to London to join M25 eastbound, take A21 to Hastings; before going into the town of Hastings 

take the B2093 then the A259 towards Rye. A few miles out of Hastings you will find Buckswood School on the right, at 

Guestling.

From Ashford: Take A2070 southbound to Brenzett, join A259 to Rye and Hastings. Before reaching Hastings, you will 

come to the village of Guestling. Buckswood School is on the left.

If you require assistance with your journey, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

      Lions
HASTINGSBexhill

Battle

Eastbourne
Newhaven

Brighton

Tunbridge
Wells

Ramsgate

Dover

Folkestone

Ashford

Tenterden

Rye

Maidstone
CroydonM25

M4

M11
M25

M25

M20

M20A28

A21

A21

A259

A27A27

A23

Gatwick
Airport

Heathrow
Airport

Stansted
Airport

Channel Tunnel

LONDON

Ashford International 1 hour
Ebsfleet 1½ hours
St Pancras International 2 hours
Heathrow Airport 2 hours

Gatwick Airport 1½ hours
Stansted Airport 3 hours
London Victoria 2 hours
London Waterloo 1½ hours

Heathrow Airport 2 hours
Gatwick Airport 1½ hours
Stansted Airport 3 hours
Ashford International 1 hour
Ebsfleet 1½ hours

Connections to Lions



© 2019 Buckswood

Buckswood Groups Centre . 7-9 Holmesdale Gardens Hastings . East Sussex . TN34 1LY . England

Telephone: +44 (0)1424 238348

Email: groups@buckswood.co.uk . Web: www.buckswoodlions.co.uk

AD VITAM PARAMUS

BU
CKSWOOD SCHOO

L


